HARRIS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICEPRIVATE 
GENERAL HIRING INFORMATION 
Benefits

The starting pay for an Assistant District Attorney is currently $64,260.00 annually ($5,355/month).  Pay raises are based on merit.  The Commissioners Court considers cost of living pay adjustments.  Although there is no paid overtime, compensatory time off is available in lieu of overtime pay.  For further explanation of benefits, please refer to page 24 of the Harris County Personnel Regulations.
Interviewing and Hiring

Generally, only a person who is a licensed attorney can expect to be interviewed for a position as an Assistant District Attorney.  In exceptional circumstances, a person who has graduated law school, taken the Texas Bar Exam, and is awaiting test results may be considered for an interview.  Only complete applications are reviewed.

A senior staff member initially screens the application for employment as an Assistant District Attorney and, after determining whether the applicant meets employment prerequisites, reports his or her findings, together with a recommendation, to the office’s hiring coordinator.  

If the senior staff member believes that an applicant should be considered for hiring, the Office will conduct an initial background and reference check of the applicant.  Based upon favorable results of the background check, further evaluation of the application by the hiring coordinator, and the needs of the Office, an interview may be scheduled with the Hiring Committee.  

Due to the limited number of openings generally available and the large number of applicants for those positions, only a few applicants can be invited for Hiring Committee interviews.  Applicants who will not be extended an invitation to interview with the Committee will be promptly notified by letter.  

Because the District Attorney can offer employment only when one of the positions authorized by Commissioner’s Court is vacant, the Committee meets and interviews applicants only when there are positions available.  There is no way to accurately predict when positions will become available.  

Applicants who are interviewed by the Committee will be advised of the results of the interview usually within ten days, either by telephone or by letter.  
Office Assignment

A newly-hired Assistant District Attorney will be assigned to a misdemeanor-level court and placed under the supervision of an experienced attorney.  In the early stage of an Assistant’s career, he or she will be frequently reassigned to different misdemeanor county criminal courts, as well as possible reassignment to juvenile or justice of the peace courts.

After gaining the appropriate level of experience, an Assistant generally is assigned to prosecute entry-level felony cases (e.g., theft, burglary, forgery, drugs) as a Number 3 District Court Prosecutor.  After a period of time as a Number 3 Prosecutor, the Assistant is then assigned to serve as the Chief Prosecutor of a county criminal court.  At the conclusion of that assignment, the Assistant will return to district court as a Number 3 District Court Prosecutor and, with favorable performance and experience, will be considered for promotion to Number 2 District Court Prosecutor and, ultimately, to Felony Chief Prosecutor.
 
The performance of each Assistant is reviewed at least semi-annually, and with each change in court assignment.  All promotions are based strictly upon merit.  Depending upon attrition within the office and the particular individual's performance, an Assistant is generally considered for promotion to a Felony Chief Prosecutor position after about five to six years of service with the office.  Assignment to bureaus other than the Trial Bureau is possible based upon the office’s needs.

PRIVATE Miscellaneoustc  \l 1 "Miscellaneous"

The District Attorney requests a three (3) year commitment from all individuals hired as Assistant District Attorneys.  In-house training is available and Assistant District Attorneys are sent to various training seminars throughout the year.


Assistant District Attorneys are precluded from engaging in the private practice of law.  An Assistant may earn supplemental income after six months of employment with the Office, however, by working after regularly scheduled work hours and on weekends in the Central Intake Division of the Office. 


Applicants are considered for employment as Assistant District Attorneys without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital or veteran status, or the presence of a non-employment related medical condition or disability.

