[image: image1.wmf]Are you and your family safe? 

Do you know the warning signs of 

high-risk domestic violence?
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Following are high-risk domestic violence warning signs:

Has your partner ever:

	_____ Assaulted you while you were pregnant?

_____ Left scary/threatening notes for you?

_____ Scared you with a weapon?
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Does your partner:

_____ Use violence, threats or intimidation?

_____ Own a gun?

_____ Think you are leaving him/her

            for another person?
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	_____ Followed or spied on you?

_____ Forced you to have sex?

_____ Threatened to harm your children?




Signs of a Batterer:

	· Uses Violence to Get What He/She Wants
	· Jealous
	· Controlling
	· Has Unrealistic Expectations

	· Isolates His/Her Partner 


	· Uses Verbal Abuse
	· Blames Others for Problems / Feelings
	· Hypersensitive / 

            Easily Offended

	· Cruel to Animals or Children
	· Stalks / Follows Ex
	· Uses Force in Sex


	· Manipulative

	· Has Rigid Sex Roles
	· Uses Threats
	· Dr. Jekyll / 

            Mr. Hyde Behavior
	· Breaks or Strikes Objects
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If you see these signs and would like help, please call the 

National Domestic Violence Hotline.  They can give you support, information, safety planning, and referrals:  

1-800-799-SAFE

2004 – Harris County District Attorney’s Office – Family Criminal Law Division – 1201 Franklin #600, Houston, Texas 77002  713-755-5888
Filing Criminal Charges

If you are interested in filing charges for a family violence offense, you must contact the law enforcement agency which responds to the area where the crime occurred.  Contact the law enforcement agency listed below for case investigation and, if appropriate, filing charges.  Here are some local agencies, but there are more in Harris County:

	Baytown Police Department

3200 N. Main Street, Baytown, Texas 77521

281-425-1050 or 281-425-1051
	Harris County Constables

Contact the Constable who responds to your area and ask to speak to the Deputy who handles domestic violence cases

Main Harris County Number: 713-755-5000

	Harris County Sheriff’s Department

 601 Lockwood, Houston, Texas 77011

713-967-5743
	Houston Police Department – Family Violence Unit

Main Location:

1200 Travis, 11th Floor; Houston, Texas 77002 

713-308-1100

	Humble Police Department

310 Bender; Humble, Texas 77338  

281-446-7127
	Pasadena Police Department

1114 Jeff Ginn Memorial Drive, 2nd Floor

Pasadena, Texas 77506   

713-477-1221


If you’re not sure where to call for criminal charges, contact the DA’s Office for more information: 713-755-5888

Applying for a Protective Order

[image: image6.wmf]If you are interested in applying for a protective order
, or want to file a complaint regarding Bigamy, Criminal Non-Support, Harboring a Runaway, or Interference with Child Custody (Parental Kidnapping), contact:

Harris County District Attorney’s Office

Family Criminal Law Division

1201 Franklin @ San Jacinto, 2nd Floor, Suite 2160

Houston, Texas 77002

713-755-5888

Interviewing Hours: First-Come, First-Served Basis- Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.   

Legal Service Referrals
If you are interested in filing a divorce, protective order, child support, child custody, or need other legal assistance, call the agencies listed below to inquire about services:

AVDA  (Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse)




713-224-9911


(Divorces and Divorces with Protective Orders)
Attorney General's Office






1-800-252-8014


(To Establish or Enforce Child Support)
Dispute Resolution Center 






713-755-8274


(Free Mediation/Legal Referrals)


Harris County Domestic Relations Office




713-755-6757


(Child Support, Visitation Issues)

Houston Lawyer Referral Service





713-237-9429


(Referral to a Private Attorney)
Houston Volunteer Lawyers





713-228-0732


(Free General Legal Services, Including Divorces)

Lone Star Legal Aid Foundation





713-652-0077


(Free General Legal Services)
University of Houston Law Center Legal Aid Clinic



713-743-2094


(Free General Legal Services)

Victim Assistance Centre 






713-755-5625


(SAFE program for supervised visitation and drop-off/pick-up locations for visitation)
Shelters and Other Social Service Referrals
Crisis Intervention of Houston - 24 Hour Crisis Hotline

713-228-1505

(For referrals to emergency shelter and social services)

Houston Area Women’s Center 24 Hour Hotline 


713-528-2121

Mental Health Association Information and Referral


713-522-5161

National Domestic Violence Hotline - 24 Hour Hotline

1-800-799-SAFE

To Report Child, Elderly, or Disabled Abuse



1-800-252-5400

(Children’s Protective Services and Adult Protective Services)
United Way - 24 Hour Helpline




211
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Did you know that just witnessing the violence can hurt children?  If your children have witnessed domestic violence, they need help, too.  





Contact Depelchin Children’s Center for help and counseling:  713-730-2335
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You and your children deserve to be safe.





It isn’t your fault that you have been abused.





There isn’t anything you have done to deserve to be hurt.





There is help.





You and your children can be safe and 


live in peace.





�








If you are considering leaving your abusive spouse and there has been domestic violence in the past, you may be at greater risk now more than ever.  


 Have a safety plan and know how to stay safe.








� Note: If you have already filed for a divorce, the District Attorney’s Office cannot file a protective order for you until your divorce is finalized; but you can ask your attorney representing you on your divorce to file a protective order. 





